
August 10, 2021 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on August 

10, 2021 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:00 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson 

presiding. Other Council Members present included Danny Turner, and Tammy Pearson.  Staff 

present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager/City Attorney Eric 

Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, and Deputy Police Chief Rob Fincher. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 6:40 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Turner, seconded by Council Member Pearson 

with the following 3-0 recorded vote: Council Member Turner, aye; Council Member Pearson, 

aye; and Mayor Lawson, aye.  Vice Mayor Bowles and Council Member Martin had scheduling 

conflicts and were unable to attend the meeting in person.  City Attorney Monday referenced 

Virginia Code 2.2-3708.2(A (1b) which would give Bowles and Martin the option to participate 

in the Council meeting by phone. Council Member Turner made a motion to allow Bowles and 

Martin to participate telephonically; Council Member Pearson seconded the motion with the 

following 3-0 roll call vote: Lawson, aye; Pearson, aye; and Turner, aye.  Council convened in 

Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Discussion or consideration of the 

investment of public funds where competition or bargaining is involved, where, if made public 

initially, the financial interest of the governmental unit would be adversely affected, as 

authorized by Subsection 6.  At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of 

Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements 

were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the 

motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.  

A motion was made by Council Member Turner; seconded by Council Member Pearson with the 

following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to recess Closed Session and return to Open Session: Mayor 

Lawson, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; Council Member Martin, 

aye; and Council Member Pearson, aye. No action was taken out of Closed Session.  

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Martin, Lawson 

welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Mayor Lawson explained that the meeting would follow 

COVID guidelines, allowing limited attendance and recognizing social distancing 

recommendations.  

Approve minutes from the July 27, 2021 Council Meeting – Council Member Pearson made 

a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Council Member Turner seconded the motion 

with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Hear information from the Virginia Department of Health regarding the Covid 19 pandemic 

and planned efforts in regard to promoting vaccinations and addressing concerns over rising 

cases – City Manager Towarnicki welcomed Nancy Bell, representative of the Health 

Department.  Bell explained if the citizens of Martinsville do their part and get vaccinated, the 

COVID pandemic will turn around. Martinsville has one of the worst vaccination rates in the 
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state.  The Health Department plans to hire community health workers to relay information 

throughout the community in hopes that residents will listen to the advice of these regular 

citizens more than they listen to recommendations by a government official.  They are working 

hard to curb the rumors related to COVID vaccinations.  Bell continues to encourage everyone, 

including her family to wear a mask.  Pearson had read a news article about health care 

workers doing vaccinations door-to-door and asked Bell if that was an option.  Bell explained 

that the local office will not offer door-to-door vaccinations without a medical team or a police 

officer in tow. Health Care workers will be hired to educate residents and arrange the 

vaccinations including transportation when needed. Bell explained that the 13-18 age group 

has a very low percentage of vaccinations. If any organization or church in the area 

coordinates a vaccination clinic and enough people sign up, the Health Department will send 

out a team to vaccinate those people.  Vice Mayor Bowles asked for recommendations to 

prevent the spread since schools are going back and how to prevent those who have been 

vaccinated from getting it again. Bell encouraged vaccinations and masks, stating that 

millions of people have been vaccinated and it’s proven successful.  The Delta variant is lethal, 

don’t risk your life because of false information. Mayor Lawson said COVID guidelines are still 

being following in the Municipal building even though the governor has lifted the restrictions. 

Martin asked what residents can do to protect themselves when their employer requires them 

to come to work. Bell said that the Health Department had received hundreds of calls 

reporting employers not following COVID guidelines; those complaints were referred to the 

labor board.  The Health Department had multiple conversations with local employers, and 

performed unexpected inspections. It appears that most of the larger corporations in the 

community are now taking COVID seriously and working to protect their employees.   

Consider adoption of a resolution confirming Council’s concurrence with revisions to the 

West Piedmont Planning District Commission’s Charter as approved by the WPPDC’s Board of 

Commissioners at their May 27, 2021 meeting – Michael Armbrister, WPPDC Executive 

Director summarized the need for this resolution related to changes in the verbiage of the 

charter.  Council Member Turner made a motion to adopt the resolution.  Council Member 

Pearson seconded the motion with the following roll call vote: Council Member Martin, aye; 

Council Member Turner, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Mayor Lawson, aye; and Council 

Member Pearson. 
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Consider for review and discussion, a draft public comment policy for future Council 

meetings – City Attorney Monday explained the need for updates to the public comment policy 

for future Council meetings.  In the past, “business from the floor” has been a “free for all” and 

has included concerns outside of Council’s control.  Monday researched how other localities 
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handle “business from the floor”.  Monday summarized the changes recommended and 

confirmed that this policy does not apply to public hearings.  Council Member Turner made a 

motion to approve the new policy.  Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor.  

 

Consider approval of consent agenda – Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  Council Member Pearson seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor. 

 

Business from the Floor - None 

Comments by City Council – Council Member Turner attended a ribbon cutting at the TAD 

Space; Turner said the TAD Space has turned into a top-notch facility.  Council Member Pearson 

invited residents to the TAD Space on Thursday, sharing that there will be a meeting in 
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conjunction with Uptown Partnership to provide feedback on what residents want the 

community to look like in the future.  Martinsville schools started yesterday and Pearson prays 

for a successful year.  Bowles thanked Council for allowing her to participate telephonically. 

Lawson also complimented the TAD Space, saying that it is an unbelievable facility and available 

for the community.  Wayne Draper and his team did a fabulous job in bringing life to a building 

that has not been utilized in many years.   

Comments by the City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki shared that the Community 

Business Launch awards will be held Wednesday in Council Chambers. This is an annual 

program where local residents receive training and assistance on how to successfully open and 

manage their own business.  At the end of the training, the participants present their business 

plans to judges with the opportunity to be awarded funds to assist in their opening.   

City Attorney Monday stated that the reversion process is on schedule and shared details 

about upcoming public meetings. 

There being no further business, Council Member Turner made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Pearson with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:05pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


